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1 Tim, Chap. 4. the latter part of the 
7" and the 8* Verſes. 


— Exerciſe thy Self rather unto 
Godlinels. 
For Bodily Exerciſe profiteth little, but 
Godlineſs 1s Profitable #nto all 
things, having Promiſe of the Life 
that now' 1s, and of - which = 
come. 


HEN the Prophet David inſtructs 

'MJ/ the Judges of the Earth, thelefſon 
ae Tan. 

the Lord with Fear. And if you look into the 

character of Jethro's Juſtices of Peace, you will find 


r= 


dhave them learn is, Serve Plal.2.10. 


their main qualification to. be, Aer Jearing God, Ex0d18.21, 


And great reaſon. 

For firſt, They have their Commiſſion and Au- 
thority from God. By him Princes rule and Nobles, 
even all the Judges of the Exrth, Prov. 8.16. 

2. They Judge not for men, but for the Lord, who 
is with them in Judgment, 2 Chro. 19. 6. Again, 

A 3 Their 
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Their Judgment is God's, Dent. 1. 17. and once 
more, God himſelf bath ſaid they att Gods, Pſal. 8. 
6. And now it-would be a monltrous Soleciſm 
and Contradifion, if they ſhould .be Ungodly Gods. 
lam not of their -opihion who hold Dominion 'is 


founded in Grace, and make Saintſhip a Plea for 


Soveraignty ; but yet, conſidering, that Dominion 
is oftentimes confounded for want of Crace in them 
that Goverg 5 and Gnce:S. Pal tells ns, that the 
8 aints ſhall Judge the World,yea the Angels hereafter in 
Heaven : and again, 'Since none can be glorious 
Saints there, whoarenot Gracious Saints here 5 it 
is therefore very meet and neceflary that ___ 
ſhould Exerciſe themſelves unto Genin on Earth ; 
for alas, it would be but a poor Priviledge, ahd a 
miſerable Dignity, + to Condemn Priſoners in' this 
World, and to be themſelves Condemned. in the 
next, now, to have the Power of Gods, and then 
to have the Portion of Devils. Though then the 
Apolltle preſcribes this Counlel in my Text, to 4 
Man of God ; yetitis very fit and proper to be gi- 
venin Charge to you that are Gods of Men. To Ex- 
erciſe your ſelves unto Godlineſs 3 it 1s not only your 
main Duty, but your greateſt Intereſt and Chncern, 
farabove all the Income of the Heal /Projetts, 
or the Hands Performances 3 © for. Bbdily "Ex- 
erciſe profiteth little, but m—_ ( which 1s ſeat- 
ed in the Heart and ſhines in the Life of a Chriſti- 
an ) that # Profitable jor Al — baving Promiſe 
of the Liſe that now is, and that which is to- come, 


In the words there is, firſt, An Exhortation, Ex- 
erciſe thy ſelf unto Godlineff, Secondly, A Power- 
ful Argument to incourage and inforce it, drawn 
ab Vtili, from the. Great Diana of Profit 3 Gadlinep 

is 
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ir profitable unto' all things,' having Promiſe of the Li 
that now is, and of that whith roy -_ Re 

In the Exhortation, we have Firſt, The Objet, r. 
Godlineff \ Secondly, - The Att, *Bxereifo.” (| 2. 
-.}Ii(hallbegin with the/Objed, Godlineff; 4nd (hew. 
firſt;what that is- In:the Greek the word # Evoiluz, 
which ſignifies a Right Worſhip, or' Awful Adora- 
tion of God; And here. now the Great Queſtion 
will be,” What this Righe-Worlhip, 'or Religious 
Adoration of God is.” e Truth and Life of ir is 
in a manner loſt in the Quarrels and'Difputes about 
it. It faringwith Religion, as it did with the Wo- 
man in Platerch, who having many Suiters, when 
every une could not have her to himſelf, they 
pull'd herin' pieces that ſo none' might have her. 
And thus among thoſe ſeveral Sets and Subſeds 
( which have beer-asnumerons and buſie almoſt as 
Inſctts ) every one beats down the price of another 
mans Religion, to enhance the: Value of their own ; 
yea, Et malunt nullam,” quim non ſuam, (ome of 
them had rather there ſhould be none, than that 
their own ſhould not take place. But as the Patri- 
arks (ſheaves made obeyſance to Joſeph's, ſo mult all Gen.37 7. 
other Religions bow down to Chriſtianity; all 
other Books they muſt do homage tothe Bible, and 
every Chriſtian muſt ſubſcribe ro what the Golpel 
ſays 15 —_ 

And now from thence the Schoolmen and other 
Divines, define Godlineſs tobe 4 _—_ or Conſor- 
mity to God ; which Conformity is: twofold. 

1. A Conformity to the Nature of God;(as far as 
may conſiſt with our capacity ) and therefore Be- 
lievers are ſaid to be partakers of the Divine Nature, 


2 Pet.1.4- The. meaning of which is,- not- that we 
partici- 
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participate of his Subſtance, which is incommuni+ 
cable, but that we are made like unto him, Firfl, in 
his Attributes, and Secondly, in his AﬀeQians. 

In his Attributes, whea we are Haly, Jaſt,. Mer- 
cifal, Faithful and True, as God is, ( for qualitie 
though not Equality ) then we are the Image of 
God, as Adam was at firſt created, and by theſe 
God becomes, ( asit were ) Viſiblein man. 

In his AfﬀeGions, when we love what God 
loves, when we hate what God hatesz when 
what pleaſes him, pleales us alſo; and when 
what grieves and provokes his Spirit, grieves and 
provokes ours too. This is Godlineſs as it is a 
conforrffity to the Divine Nature. 

2. True Godlineſ(s conſiſts ao in our Conformity 
tothe Will of God, that is, to whatſoever he wills 
us to do, or not to do, in his Word. The Will of 
God,is ( as one ſays) the Rule of Holineſs,as bis 
Nature is the Pattern of it. $o that, as it is the root 
of -all Sin, yea and a heavy J too, when 
men make their own Will, Wit, Reaſon, Phancy, 
Humour, (things which ſome call Conſcience) to 
be the Spring and Warrant of all their Ations 3 
Thus it is the Power, and Perfetion of Godlineſs 
( and conſequently the way to true Happineſs 
when we do every thing in Obedience to G 
Commands, regulating all our works by bis Word, 
and directing all to his Glory. This was the frame 
of Adams Heart m the ſtate of Innocency, this was 
the diſpoſition of Chriſts ſoul, wben he bumbled 
himſelf in'our Humanity, and this 1s thac, 4g which 
every Saint of God ſhould be conformable to the 
Son of God, that ſo he may be Holy as be is Holy. 
Thus you &e what Godlinels is. But A 
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ſhall we find this godlineſs? Is it to be found a- 
mongſt all thole who call themſelves the Godly par- 
tic 2 I wiſh with all my ſoul, that they were al uch 
Conformilts, to wit, that they were Conformable to 
the Image of the Son of God, as 'tis Rom. 8. 29. Sum- 
me Religionis eſt imitari quem colis,it is the ſumm and 
ſubſtance of Religion, to Imitate Him whom we 
worſhip. Thoſe that are truly Godly, muſt be God- 
liks. What the Devil in heighth of Pride once faid 
concerning Knowledg, and Power, the ſame ſhould 
every Chriſtian in all Humility ſay concerning Ho- 
lineſs and Righteouſneſs, Ero ſimilis Altiſſimo, I will gGy 14. 14. 
be like the moſt High. This, S. John calls a walk- 
ing as Chriſt walked, 1 John2.6. And obſerve 
I pray, how that was, in ſome few afts of his ordi- 
nary Obedience. 
1.Look on himin his Devotions,and he is Hearing, 

Reading, m_—_— on his Knees and Praying again, Luk. 4. 15. 
and again, in the ſame Form of words 3 and that in _ 
the Temple, and Synagogues, the publick places of1uk. 5. 5. 
Gods worſhip 3 where he corelully obſerved the 
Rites and Ordinances of the Church, though ſome joh. 10.22. 
of them were of bare Humane Inſtitution, and held «pores wh 
Communion with it,though the Prieſts were corrupt wank. 44. 3. 
in their Office, and a Judas was amongſt the Apo- Marth, 26. 14- 
ſtles. 

2. Take him in the Kingdom,or Common-wealth, 
and he is ſubjet& to Authority 3 He payes Tribute, 
and Renders unto Czfar the things that are Czſars, Mat.17 25,27- 
yea, though Czlar gave not to God the things that dar. 12. 17+ 
are Gods. 

3. Once more,look upon him in his Carriage and 
Converſe with men of inferior rank and order, and 


you ſhall find him Meek, and Lowly, Peaceable,and yah. 11.29, 
B Patient, 


. 
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Jude 8.v. 


Matth. 5. 37- 
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Patient, alwayes going about to do good, even to 
them who made it their buſineſs to do him evil. 
And now, thou that calleſt thy ſelf Saint, (thou 
thou wilt not vouchſafe the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles 
that _ how walkeſt thou in theſe reſpets? 

In the Church, thou art a ſtranger, yea a ſepara» 
tiſt 3 thou- breakeſt the Peace, deſpiſeſt the Orders, 
and contemneſt the Officers thereof, yea, and thou 
negleCeſt and revileſt that Liturgie, or Divine Ser- 
vice, which is double-refined from Popery, and 
wherein the Reformation it ſelf is Reformed, and 
art thou conformable to _— d Y 

Thou reſ/teſ# the lawful Powers, thou deſþi(e 
Dominion, Yo akeſt evil of Dignitier, «\ of 
not afraid to offend Him, who is the Defender of 
Thee, and the Faith, and art thou conformable to 
thy Saviour ? 

Again, in thy private behaviour and converſa- 
tion, Thou art haughty, turbulent, and cenforiaus, 
rendring Evil for Good, and Hatred to thoſe who 
are at Peace with thee, and art thou conformableto 
the Son of God? 

On the other fide; amongſt Thoſe who think 
themſelves Conformable in the aforeſaid particulars, 
yet many of them, O what Antipudes are they to 
Chriſt in other matters ? 

In Chriſts lips was found noguile 3 and He ſayes, 
Swear wot at all, but let your Communication be, yea, 
yea, nay, n4y, for what i move than theſe, com- 
eth of evil, But yet their mouths are fultof Curſing 
and Blaſpheming, running over the Paſſion in a 
moſt horrid Litany, and uſing Gods Name more in 
their Oaths than Prayers, making thus their Sins 
moſt ſhew. their. Chriſtiagity + in ſo much, that 1 
accord- 
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according to the cuſtome of the Fews, we ſhould 

rert owr Clothes, as oft as we hear Gods holy Name * K=- 19-1. 
prophaned, we ſhould ſcarce have a Rag left npon 

our backs. 

Again, Chrift kept Holy the Sabbath, and only 4, 
Heal'd, and did good Works upon it; But O, Luk. 6.y. 
how is that Day made the moſt ſinful Day of the 
Week, the time of leiſure for Iniquity, or of Reft 
to mens Sloth. Many labour fix dayes in their 
lawful Callings, who ſhamefully Play, and Sin | 
away the Seventh, which may juſtly occafion the | 
revival of what A/fiedias once laid of the Germans, | 
If the day ſhould be call'd according to ſome mens | 
obſervation of it, Demoniacws potine quitm Domini- 
ewe, it ſhould not be call'd the Lords day, bat the 
Devils. 

Once more, briefly, What a miracle of Termpe- 3- 
rance and Charity was Chriſt! Though he turned 
Water ov agree _ all his _ was writ 
Holyneſs to the Lord. en he fate downrto feed 2a. 14. 20, 
himſelf, he multiplied Loaves and fed Thouſands, Mr 14. 21. 
fo that all his Meals were conſecrated, as it were, 
into a Communion, and as ſtri& and ſober as our 
Sacramental Suppers. But alas! how is the old 
Engliſh Hoſpitality tarned into a Dutch Debanchery 
Variety oft Liquors is now the chieſeft Pntertain- 
ment, white in our Feaſts, more is ſpent in Sauce 
than in Meat, in Smoak than in Fire, m Wines that 
in Loaves, as if we meant to abrogate the old Peti- 
tion im the Lord's Prayer, and ſay no more, Give «s 
this dey owr daily Bread, but Give ws this day our 
daily Drink. Theſe doubtleſs are fpots in onr Feaſts, Jude 12. 

I cannot fay of Charity, but of Wantonneſs and 
Riot, when more care 13 _ to fill the Brain, than 
2 the 


8 


Luk, 1, $3- 


Luk. 14+ 13+ 


Pal. 12. 1. 


2 Tum. 3 5+ 


2: part. 


— 
e , _—_ } w—_ —_ 


eAncA ſize Sermon 

the Belly, the Rich, thanthe Poor; as if we would 
Corre@ the Magnificat, and invert alſo the words of 
the Bleſſed Virgin-mother, Filling the Full with good 
things, and ſending the Hungry empty away. There 
is no' better remedie to retrive Chriſtian Charity 
and Temperance, than, inſtead of making men 
Blind and Lame, to call inſuch as are ſo; and to be 
as liberal at the Door, as in the Dining room, 
cauſing the Basket to go about more, and the Bot- 
tles leſs. This, this would be to be conformable 
to Chriſt 3 But now, if true Godlineſs be thus a 
likeneſs to God, where, O where,is it to be found 2 
Betwixt the Atheiſts in Heart, diſlembling Hypo- 
crites on the one hand, and Atheiſts > the ice, 
the prophane HeCtors oa the other ; betwixt Scribes 
and Phariſees here, and Publicans and Sinners there, 
How is ſincere Picty decayed and loſt, ſo that we 
may juſtly take up the Pſalmiſts complaint, and 
lay, Help Lord, for the Godly man ceaſes, the Faith- 
ful ſail from among ſt the children of Men. Once 
Orbis ingemmit ſatum ſe videns Arrium, The whole 
world groaned to fee her ſelf made Arrian; but 
now ſhe groans much worle Faum ſe videns Athe- 
ww, to fee her felf turned Atheiſt. In ſome there 
is but 4 Form {4 Godlineff, in others, not ſo much 
& 4 Form; In tew is found the Power and —_ 
thereof, which is the Act here mentioned, and the 
next thing ta be inſiſted on, Exerciſe thy ſelf wnto 
Godlineff. 

The word in the Original is y4ureZe, which f(ig- 
nifies a making bare, or ſtripping our ſclves of all 
incumbrances in the Chriſtian courſe of Piety, as 
Racers, Wreſtlers,and Combatants do in their pre- 
parations for victory. Grotix tells us it alludes to 

Gymmna- 
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Gymmaſinm, a School 3 and imports our being as 
diligent in RN as we would have our chil 
drenthat go to School be in Learning. And indeed, 

there is nothing that we ought to make our Buſlneſf;,, , ,.. 
ſo much as Godlineſs. Pietas eft pro pietate ſumptacr, 

ſaies TertuPian. This is Godlineſs to be at colt for 

God. Holy David would not ſerve God of that 1+$4m.24.24. 
which Coſt him nothing. And if any man be other- 

wiſe minded, and thinks mach to take pains, and bid 

high tor Heaven 3 all the comfort I can give him is 

this, that he may be Damn'd with eaſe, and go to 

Hell if he pleale, good cheap. The Jews have a 

rule, That whatever a man does in the ſolemn Wor- 

(hip of God, he ſhould do it with all bis might. Feel, 9. 10, 
S. Paxl therefore joyns Fervency of Spirit, and Sery- Rom. 12. 11. 
ing the Lord together : and ſayes our Saviour Ever 

ſince the dayes of John the Baptiſt, the Kingdom of 
Heaven ſuffers Violence, and the Violent take it by, ,, 
Force. But alas, we have a generation of men, 

who are all for a poor pittance of Piety, alittle up- 

on a Knifes point will ſerve their turn, They are 

afraid to Fear Godtoo much 3 and think it enough, 

if ( Agrippe like ) they be but almoſt Chriſtians. Aft 26, 28... 
Again, there are others, who Samarey ſtudy Irre- 

ligion, and affect Prophaneneſs; that ſo they may 

be ſure to avoid the ſuſpition of being Hypocrites 

or Phanaticks. Yea, and further, Zeal in their fel- 
low-Chriſtians turns their weak ſtomachs, and, as it 

there were Infeion in Faith, they. are ſick to ſee a 
Soul(like the Spouſe in the Canticlesr)ſick of Love.Se* Can. 2.5, 
wecatells us of a Sybaritethat was grown fo extreme- 

ly nice and lazy, that he would wax weary with 

the ſight of others Labours, and therefore when at 


any time he ſaw a poar man digging and ſweating, he 
began 
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to pant and faint, and requires him to be re- 


began 
moved. And thus thee dainty Chriſtians, they loath 


to ſee men zealoully devout, and would (1 fear ) be 
content to have their Room rather than their . 
pany, who labowr in the Word and Dof#rine, and 
Facob-like, wreſtle with God in Prayer, Stirring up 
themſelves to take hold of Him, as"tis Eſay 64. 7. 
But, O, that ſuch would conſider, that Religion is 
not a matter of ſuch a French indifferency as they 
make it, nor are God, and his Service, things to be 
play'd and trifled with. He that is but almoſt a 
Chriſtian, ſhall be but a/moſt ſaved; and he hath no- 
thing of true Godline(s,who thinks he hath enough, 
In other Churches, there 


is no man ſo much magnified, as he that is Striteſt 


and moſt Devout 3 That Papiſt that is moſt diligent 


at his Beads, moſt Canonical in his Houres, and 
moſt frequently proſtrate before his Crucifix, He 
of all others is moſt admired, and Canonized for the 
on Saint. And now as an excellent Biſhop in 

is Treatiſe on the 110. Pſalm, fayes, why ſhould 
aot a Holy Striftneſs, be as much Loved, and Ho- 
noured as a Superſtitious * Why ſhould not Exat- 
neſs, Purity, and a Contending to Perfeftion, be 
as much purſued in a True, as in a Falſe Religion ? 
I cannot (indeed ) but acknowledge, that Przciſe- 


[nels ( with ſome) hath been made a Cloak (and 


that a long one ) for Rebellion: and many wicked 
things have been done underthe colour of Zeal and 


Re tion. But what? becauſe others have been 
—_—_— ſhall we be Prophane ? Becauſe their 
[Leal hath ſer the world on fire, ſhall we be Key- 
cold in Piety, and ferve God, as if we ferved him 
-ao0t? yea, and further, ſhall we ſhameſully a wy 
ac 
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Black Devils,becauſe others have Ated the White ? 
Remember ( | beſeech go ) the words of the Roy- 
al Martyr, in. his mo 

TIONS. (Te give you his own Expreſſion, 


that it may make the deeper impreffion in you 5 )thePrince of 
Let not ( ſays he ) Connterſeit and diſorderly Zeal%**" 


abate your value and efteem of true Piety 3 both of them 
are to be known by their Fruits ; The ſmeetmeſs of the 
Vine and Fig-tree is not to be deſpiſed, though the 
Brambles and Thorns ſhould pretend to bear Figs and 
Grapes, thereby to Rule over the Trees. Let us then 
make it our Buſineſs to be Unlike thoſe men in a 
more Excellent mw Did Sectaries pretend to be 
Saints? Letus really and ſincerely ſtrive to Beſo3 
Had they the Name ? Let us have the Thing 3 and 
again, Had they the Shew and Vizard of Religion? 
Let us have the Face and Swhſtance oft, that ſo the 
Beauties of Holineſi, the Fruits of Converſſor, and 
the Exerciſe and Power of Godlineſi, may be as much 
Seen in our Practice and Converſation, as they 
were proclaimed in their Language and Profeſſion. 
If the Lives of the Sons of the Church of Enghind, 
were as Holy as its DoGrine, as Divine as its Diſci- 
pline, and as much Reformed as its Litargie, T his, 
This, would bring our Way of Worſhip mto Cre- 


dit, This would putto flence the Evik-ſpeakings of + per.z. 15. 


Fooliſh men, yea and This would make Converts 


flie to our Churches, as Doves #0 their Windows \ Efay 60.8. + 


whilſt by our Holy Fervency in Prayer, our cloſe 
Attentionin Hearmg, and our Grave and Orderly 
E—_ through the whole Service of God; not 
only Children and Loofſer Chriſtians may be ſtruck 
with Awe and Admiration of the Ordinances, but 


alſo that a Heathen or Phanatick, if they ſhould ' 


come 
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come into our Aſlemblies, and ſee us thus Zealowſly 
Aﬀeted in Good things, They may Confels and ſay, 
Surely, Great is this God, whom this People Wor- 
ſhip, and Right is this Worſhip, which is done fo 
dolemaly, ſo Seriouſly, and ſo Devoutly. 

I have done with the AC, Exerciſe, and haſten 
to the — or Reaſon, with which the A- 
poltle pretles and enforces it, and that is drawn 4b 
Utili, from its Profitableneſs. For Bodily Exerciſe pro- 
fiteth little, but Godlineſs is Profitable unto all oh 
having Promiſe of the Life that now is, and of that 
which is to come. 

Here, if any ſhall ask with thoſe in Job, what 
Profit is there in Serving the Almighty ? lanlwer ( as 
S. Paxl does in another caſe ) much every way. 

I. It profits more than all Bodily Trades and 
Labours. Take Bodily Exercile in that ſenle,and the 
Profitableneſs of the one, compared with the other, 
is ( asmy Text ſays) wes: oAiyor, Little, or ſor a 
Littletime; whereas Godlineſs ( ſays the Apoltle ) 
is Great Gain; and that Good part which ſhall never 
be taken away, Luke 10.42. 

2. Underſtand by Bodily Exerciſe, the External 
Duties of Religion 3and Godlineſs, which conſiſts in 
Newneſs of Heart, and Liſe, that's more Profitable 
than thoſe alſo, yeaand 'tis to be preferred before 
the ſevereſt Exerciſes of Devotion, ſuch as Watch- 
ing, Faſting, and Abſtinence from Meats, and Marri- 
age : ( as is hinted Verle 3. ) 

To Keep our Heart with all diligence; and ſtand 
daily uponour Guard, watching againſt Sin and Sa- 
tan, ſo that neither of them take us Napping 3 this 
is better than to turn the Night into Day, and by an 

Llnnatural Burglary force open the Windows of our 


Eyes, 
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F 
Eyes, when (leep would ſhut them faſt. 

Again, To Serve God in Singlenefs of Heart, that's Eph.6.s. 
more conſiderable, than to. Fow @ Single Liſe, than 
which, Marriage as it is more Honoxrable, (© it is Heb+13 4. 
now Profitable and Uſeful, by how much Fruit- 
fulne(s is more Commodious than Barrenneſs, Po- 
ſterity more Immortal than Want of Ifſue, and in 
brief, by how much Twe are better than One, and to Ecc'.4. 9.14. 
be Warm, better than to Burn. $ Cor. 7-9. 

In the next place, Faſtin Meat and Drink , 
that is Good inits place and ſeaſon, when 'tis done 
m Orderto the Exerciſes of Godhneſs 3 but, who 
will not ſay, that to that end, An every-days Tem- 
perance may be as good, as the Phariſte's Faſting Luke 18. 2. 
twice a-week, Thele are thoſe Bodily Exerciſes, 
which the Apoſtle does not here altogether Con- 
demn, but extenuates in reſpet of Benefit, if com- 
pared with Godlineſs 3 and therefore he fays inmy 
Text, Exerciſe thy ſelf rather unto Godlineſ;, for 
that is -_ png for All things both in this Liſe, and 
that which is to come. 

For the Things ofthis Life, I ſhall inftance onl 
in a few, as namely, Wealth, Health, Public 
Peace and Safety z as Prov. 3.16, 17. where 'tis ſaid 
of Godly Wiſdom, Length of days are in her Right 
band. and in ber Leſt hand Riches, and Honour. 
Her ways are ways of Pleaſantneſi, and all her Paths 
are Peace. 

I ſhall begin with Wealth, and firſt ſhew, That 
the way tobe truly Rich, is to be Religions. Though 
Great Gain, without Contentment is ſome mens 
Godlinefs, yet the Apoſtle aſſures us, that Godlineſs , 7;,. 6.5,5. 
= Contentment is Great Gain. And needs mult it 
be (03 
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1. Becauſe it is accompanied with Contentment 3 
for who ſo Rich, as he that hath Enough, and is 
Content with what he hath. That is Wealth in- 
deed, that frees a man from Want, and that Con- 
tentment doth, even in Want it ſelf. 

2. This Exetrciling our ſelves unto Godlineſs, 
it 1s Ars IS (34, as Tertul/jan calls it, The 
moſt Gainful Trade, becauſe of Gods Bleſſing that 
attends it 3 and now, the Bleſſing of the Lord, that 
waketh Rich, ſays Solomon, Prov. 10.22. 

3- It is faid of the Godly man, That whatſoever 
be doth (hall proſper 5 and then ſure he muſt needsbe 
in a very Thriving way. If any of you had the 
Philoſophers Stone, that could turn Iron into Gold, 
you would think your ſelves Abundantly wealthy, 
as if you bad both the India's 3 and much more may 
you doſo, when you have this —_ Pearl, or 
White fone of the Goſpel, which hath the Vertue 
toturn Loſſes into Gain, and that an hundred fold, 
Maith. 19. 20. yea, and make All things work toge- 
ther ſor your Good, Rom. 8.28, The Godly mans 
Expences may be reckoned as part of his Income, 
trons in that, what he ſpends in Chari 
to the Poor, and in Liberality to Pious Uſes, 1s 
counted 4 Lending to the Lord, who will pay him 
again, ( in Kind, or in Kindneſs, in money, or in 
money-worth )for which he has the Bond of God's 
Promiſe, which is the beſt Security in the world. 
Riches thus ſcattered, Now periznt ſed partwriunt, 
by an Honeſt Uſury, and happy Brocage, they are 
Improved and Infured; and ike good Seed ſown, 
they are not caſt away, but Multiplied and Increa- 
ſed. Away then with the old Wives Proverb,which 
ſays, Plain, ( or Piows ) dealing is a Jewel, but he 

that 
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that wſes it ſhall die a Begger. I acknowledge the 
firſt part of it to be Orthodox, 'tis a Jewel of In- 
eſtimable value, but I cannot ſee how the latter 
part can be true, when I confider how many Beg- 
ers there are in the world, and how few Plain and 
Pious dealers. Examine things aright, and you 
will find, that there is no ſuch Unthriſtineſ7 and 7/- 
husbandry as Sin. Many complain of Wars, and 
Taxes, and theſe ( they fay _) have waſted and im- 
poveriſh'd their Eſtates. But alas, their Sins are 
far more Chargeable and Conſumptive. Think 
but with your ſelves at whata High rate Contention 
and Revenge are maintain'd, when the Tof is more 
than the Griſt, and the Fees far greater than the Sa- 
tisfation. Think what vaſt ſumms of money Pride 
and Idleneſs exatt, when a whole Lordſhip be 
hungat the Tipof the Ear, and men ſpend their Pa- 
trimony meerly to ſpend their Time, making it 
their every-days work, only to Play allday. 
Again, Thiak but how the Drunkard ſwallows 
both Life and Livelihood down his Throat, and fo 
makes it an open Sepulchre to bury all he has. 
Think alſo what aWaſter that (lie fin of Adulte- 
ry is, when at once it Empties both Back and Bags, 
leaving a man as Poor and Naked as the High-way 
Rubbers, and throwing him into a deep Ditch ( as Prov.23.27. 
Solomon calls the Whore ) which like a more de- 
vouring Sea, confoundsthe Revenue of all the Land 
that it encloſes. 
And again once more, Think but how many Ele- 
ments are diſpeopled for Variety of Dainties, tode- 
fray the wantonneſs of Luſt, and fatisfie the Curio- 
lity of a Critical Ingeniows Palate which dies the 
the Art of Eating. Think ( I ſay )ſcrioully of theſe 
C 2 things, 


Rom. 3.13. 
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things, and you may live cheaper under the Power 
af any Needy. and Diſorder'd Armies, than thus 
pay Taxes to Sin, and give Free-quarter to--the 
Devil. Unleſs then -you had rather be poor and 
wretched Sinners, than Rich and Happy Saints, 
Exerciſe your ſelves unto Godlineſs. 

3. Which ſecondly, Conduces as much to Health, 
plal.34-12, as Wealth. What man is be ( (lays David ) that deſt- 
W3-l4., reth Life, and loveth many days, that he may ſee 

Good ? Keep thy Tongue from Evil, and thy Lips from 
ſpeaking Guile 5 Depart from Evil, and do Good. 
Many mens Tonguesare ſuch ſharp Swords and Ra- 
zors, that they cut their own Throats 3 Others dig 
their Graves with their Teeth 3 and others by Wan- 
tonneſsand Luſt ( like the worſt of Cannibals ) Eat 
away their own fleſh, killing themſelves by piece- 
meal,whilſt alive, and doing that which the Devils 
Math.8.29. defived to ſhun,viz. Tormenting themſelves before their 
time. The Phyſician being asked the Caules of 
Diſeaſes, anſwers, and that truly, Mali Huwmores , 
The Ill Humors of the Body. But the Divine re- 
ſolves it more fully, and ſays, Mali mores, The Il 
Manners of the Life. Art thou fetter'd with the 
Gout? Rackt and Tortured with the Stone? Or 
are thy Loins Ulcer'd with the Pox ? or thy Breaſt 
ſpotted withthe Plague ? O confider, That there 
were ſhackles on thy Conſcience, before thole of 
thy Feet. There was a hardneſs in thy heart be- 
fore that in the bladder 3 and the more filthy ſpots 
ofthy life, they make the ſores run, and cauſe thoſe 
{pots in - the Liver. In brief, thy drunkenneſs 
drowns thy littleWorld with a Dropſie ; thy Apoſta- 
fie brings the Epilepſte or Falling-ſickneſs 3 thy 
Envy pines thee into.a Conſumption 3 and thy hoe 
boiling 
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boiling Luſts caſt thee firſt into a Fever, and thence 


into Hell fire. Great Plagnes (ſays the Pſalmiſt ) re- Pal.ga 11. 


main for the Ungodly. But Godlineſs, that's the 
Grand Antidote againſt Peſtilential diſeaſes 3 as you 
may ſee, Pfal.g1. 3, 6, 10. ver. -If then you would 
eſcape ſuch ſad and loathſome Sicknefles, labour 
to hve free from more foul and naſty fins. Try it 
when you will, you find it to be true, That as 
Honeſty is the beſt Policy, and Patience the beſt 
Law, fo Temperance and Chaſtitie they are the 
beſt Phyſick. 

And Thirdly, This Exerciſing your ſelves unto 
— makes alſo for publick Peace and Safety, 
( which is the Magiſtrates grear Concern.) Men 
C as one ſays )Jare the Walls and Ribs for Strength 
Women the Nurſeries for Increaſe; Children the 
Pledges for Perpetuity, Money as the Vital breath, 
Peace as the Natural heat, Plenty as the Radical 
moiſture, Juſtice as the Lite-bloud 4 bur Religion; 
that's the Form and Soul of a Body Politick, without 
which it is but as a noiſome Carca(s, expoſed to be 


devoured by Birds and Beaſts of prey. Poets and p,, 4 mire 
Hiſtorians tell us, Thatthe Old Romans owed their row gued x+- 
Proſperity to their Piety 3 and! were made Com- 117 mtr 


manders of the Wortd for their Obedience to their 
Gods. And New Rome too, flouriſhes (at leaſt Out- 
wardly ) in her S»perſtition, more than ſome Prote- 
ſtant Churches do intheir careleſnef and coldneſ+ of 
Worſhip, (nottolay Prophanenefs.) And to come 
nearer home, we have ſeen alſo by Experience, 
how Pretended Godlineſs and Zeal hath made Utfur- 
pation Formidable, and brought: Reputation and 
Affiſtance to an Ill Cauſe and Title. Afachiavel 


therefore was not out in his Politicks, when. he In- 
{tructs 
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ſtrudts his Prince 10 put on 4 Shew of Religion. The 
very Athieſts themlelves acknowledge it a principal 
Engine of State, and an excellent In ent of Go- 
vernment. And now, if the Shadow, Form and 
Counterfeit of a Feigned Religion be thus Confide- 
rable and EffeQtual to Eſtabliſh a Falſe Power, and 
draw Diſciples and Adherents to Unjuſt Governors z 
O how Forceable and Advantageous would the Re- 
al and Sincere Exercile of True Godlinels be, tothe 
Setling and Securing of a Right and Lawful Autho+ 
rity. If the bare pretence and profeſſion of Piety 
hath done ſuch wonders, as amazed the world, and 
ſtruck an Awe into Forein Princes, O what mi- 
raclesof Victories and Deliverances would the Po- 
wer and Purity thereof produce ! How would that 
make a Reformed Proteſtant Church Terrible as an 
Army with Banners. 

Doubtleſs, when our Wayes thus pleaſe the Lord, 
this will make our Enemies be at Peace with ws, le(t 
happily they ſhould be found to fight againſt God, as 
Gamaliel (aid tothe Jews, AGFs 5.39. Peace with 
Allmen, and Holineſs, they are joyn'd together 
in the Holy Goſpel of Peace. And if an Profel. 
ſors of Holineſs have been turbulent and Rebelli- 
ous3 it was not becauſe of their Holineſs, but be- 
cauſe they were but Profeſſors. Religion that is 
Pure, ( Pure for Faith, not Faction) it will be alſo 
Peaceable, James 3.17. it hath its Name 2 Religandso, 
and binds men ( morethan All your Laws ) to their 
Good-behavtour, 1n that it puts an Awe upon their 
Conſciences 3 and (weetly conflirains them to 0 


xCor.$-11,14- (op the Love of Chriſt ; working in them alſo a Fear, 


not only of Temporal, but Eternal wrath. What- 
ever you do then, ſuffer not this Sacred Bond to be 
it 
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it ſelf broke in pieces 3 neither let Religion 
laſe its due Reverence and Dread, in being ſport- 
ed with, and ſcoffed at, by the prophane Drollers 
ofthis Age, whoſe wit lies in all wickedneſs, and 
whoſe mirth is nothing but madneſs. The Jews 
have a Proverbial ſaying, Migrandum eft ex loco in 
quo Rex non timetur. There 1s no ſtaying in that 

lace, where the King is not Fear'd and Honour'd. 
Irhey knew ſuch a crying ſir would be Eccho'd with 
ſome roaring Judgment. And what then ſhall we 
think will betall that Kingdom, where God is not 
Fear'd, nay, where he is Reproachd and Diſho- 


nour'd * Righteonſneff ( lays Solomon ) exalteth aP*%-14-34- 


Nation, a it never ſo mean and = but ſo 
( eſpecially that fin of Reproaching the holy things 
of God) it # 4 Reproach to any People ( be they ne- 
ver ſo great and mighty. , And if you think to 
have true Honour, and Jaſting Peace and _ 
withour being ſerious and fincere in Holineſs, truly 
you had as good refolve you will have Theſe things 


whether God will or no. The Lord i with you, , Chron.15.2. 


while you are with him. And he that doth not ac- 
count his Preſence the beſt ProteCtion, and looks 
not upon Godly Prayer, and Holy Living as the 
beſt Procurers of his Preſence, let him go like an 


Atheiſt as he is, andlive where he may feel the woer y,c 


of Gods departure. 

I might ſhew you in the next place, how Godli- 
— the Promiſes alſo in this Life, of Spiritual 
Bleſſings, ſuch as Forgiveneſs of fin, Peace of Con- 
ſcience, Aſſurance of Salvation, and ſweet Com- 
munion with God, whoſe Grace is better than 


Gold, and whoſe favour and loving kindneſs is bet- pc,1.c4.,, 


ter than Life. But further, Its greateſt Gain is 1n 
| Reverfion, 
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Reverſion, in that it hath the Promiſe of Life, after 
Life. The Lord ( layes David) is a Swn and 4 Shield, 
Grace and Glory will be give, and no good thing 
will he with hold from them who walk Uprightly. It 
is reported of Alexander the Great, that having 
conquered this world, he wept becauſe there was 
no more left for his Valour to overcome. But Gods 
Servants are better provided for than that Great 
Monarch was, in that they have a life, and a life 
a world, and a world; one preſent here, and ano- 
ther to come hereafter 3 ſo that to them, not only 
life is ſweet, but to Dy is Gain. Phil. 1.21. 
Godlineſs (you ſee ) it is that, which will im- 
prove your Eſtates, Preſerve your Bodies, Keep 
the Kingdom in Peace and Safety, yea, and ſave 
your Souls iato the Bargain. And now, when all 


. x Cor. 3 21,22 things are yours, whether Preſent or tocome. When 


ou can ſay I have theſe and theſe Jewels, and 
eaps of Gold 3 and the goodly Pearl of the Gofpet 
ismine to03 when you can lay I have luch and ſuch 
Ships and Lordſhips ; and. the. Kingdom of Glory is 
mine too : in briet, when you can ſay I have ſuch 
and ſuch Dignities, and Honours,and the Lord hath 
accepted me too, and is become my Portion and inhe- 
ritance for ever. When thus, all is proſperous on 
Earth, and all is right and ſure in Heaven alſo, 
what can the moſt large and Noble Soul defire more ! 
Having opened the Rich Mine, or Treaſure of my 
Text inthe Dodrinal part, I ſhall now crave your 
Patience whilft I make ſome Application. 
And here my Humble Addres {hall be, to you, 


the Worthy Magiſtrates here Aſſembled, that you 


would for the Health of your Souls and ies, 
yea, and of the Body Politick too, Uſe the Exer- 
c3ſe, injoyned in my Text. There 
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There are none that have ſtronger, and 'more 
preſling Engagements upon them to be Good, than 
thoſe whom the Lord hath made Great. *Tis all 
the Equitie in the world that thoſe whom God hath 
moſt Honoured, ſhould moſt Honour God. *'Tis fit 
that they Return, as they have Received, and not 
be like ſome Gentlemen-Servants, and Tenants, 
who do the leaſt work, becauſe they have the great- 
eſt Wages, and pay the ſmalleſt Rent, when they 
have the largeſt Farms. They, who are firſt in 
Dignity, ſhould have a Holy Scorn in them, to let 
others go before them in Duty. I know your Em- 
ployments are manifold and weighty, and fo cer- 
tainly were King Davids, yet he ſerved God, not 
only on the ſeventh Day, but — times a Day. 
Let not then the multitude of your Agencies be 
your Apologie for neglect of Godlineſs, from which 
Crowns are no Excuſes. He that pretends Buſineſs 
to keep him from the Exercifes of Religion,makes 
his Afairs his Idol, and faith ( in effet ) that ſome- 
thing is more neceſlary than Salvation, and more 
Worthy than God himſelf. Again, I know your 
Authority and Place is High, your Births and Edu- 
cations are Gentile, but he that thinks it below a 
Gentleman to be Righteous and Religious, may 
think alſo into the Bargain, that it is below a Gen- 
tleman to go to Heaven. Greatneſs, without God- 
lineſs, it 1s but like the Greatneſs of a Gouty, or a 
Dropſical man, which is his Diſeaſe and Detormity 
rather than his Ornament, and Honour. Beſides, 
a prophane Magiſtrate, is not only a Sinner, but 


21 


Duo majorer 
terr as poſſident, 


miners! cenſus 


_ Pzri- 


Pal, 119.15 4 


( Jeroboem-like ) a Sinner-maker 3 in that he puts * Kings 19.31 


Virtucout of Countenance, and brings Vice into 
Requeſt, and Faſhionz the Common People - 
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think they may then Sim by Authority, Damn them- 
ſelves with Creditz yea, and they will make it 
their Way of Flatrery, and Complement, to go to 
Hell with ſuch Brave Company. 
.  — Twin eft peceare Authoribw iftie. 
Butnow, on the other fide, when Greatneſs and 
Goodneſs, Power and Piety, Heighth and Holineſs, 


meet and match together in Governours, as ( Blefied 


be Gad) they do. here, in 4» Upright and Piows 

z and aw ATive, and Religions Sheriff : This 
will ſtrike an Awe and Terrour into the boldeſt 
Sinner, this will retifie and reform a crooked and 
perverſe Generation, yea, and this (if any thi 
will propagate Godline's and Virtue in a debauch'd, 
Atheiſtical Nation. There hath been much talk 
(with ſome) of a Fifth Monarchy, and Chrifl 
Raigning here ox Earth; and now, may your Exer- 
ciſing your ſelves nnto Godlineſs, Awake thole men 
out * their Dream, and make them ſee, Chriſt does 
Raign, in your Righteous and Chriſtian Govern- 
ment. We may lay of Godly Magiſtrates, in a 
better ſenſe than the mer of Lyſtre did of Paul and 
Barnabas, They ſaid the Gods but we may ſay, 
God, is come down among ft ws in the likeneff of Mem. 
And may You (through his Grace ) God-like dif- 
fale your Goodneſs, and make others like You, m 
what You are ike God. As it is your Care, tohave 
all things well in your Conſciences 3 fo let it be your 
Endeavour to have All well alſo 

; 1. [n your Courts, and 
2. In your Country. 

Since God himſelf hath Honoured you with the 
Title of Gods ( as you your felves will do nothi 
Unwortby that great Name ) fo your Courts ſhoul 
be 


—_ mk co uf6/ff Ou], _ uu wc cr. * 


mn @ 5 + Po oD TT Ww D IF & WUD WW WwRIRF”UG© wo Ww 


G 6. 9 


Oc COS. ws, en , 


Preach'd at Dorcheſter. 


be like Heaver, without Corruption, and all your 
Officers and Attendants, like $4irts and Angels, 
_— _— 
1. Then, It any corrupt Counſellour, o 
that Gaim is Godlinefs, ſhall with the F on? Pros 1 Tim. 6. 5. 
Art and Eloquence dreſs up and maintain a Bad 
Cauie, and be fo Ingenioully Injurious, as to ſreme pc ,,_., 
Miſchief by a Law, ranning down Innocence, and 
Right, with Noiſe, and Paſſion, inſtead of Evi- 
dence and Reaſon, by which ( though he cannot by- 
afs and delude prudent and diſcerning Judges, who 
can ſee through all his Flouriſhes and Fallacies ) 
et he may ſtrangely Impoſe upon and beguile -_ 
pnorant | naps... who are commonly fo little 
Learned, that if they ſhould be Tried for Felony, 
they would ſcarce be ſaved by their Book. 
If then (I fay ) any ſhall thus Przvaricate, ra- 
ther than Flead, and be his Clients Advocate and 
Champion, when his Conſcience tells him, the Cauſe 
is Falſe and Unjuſt, I might ar large ſhew you, 
how ſharp and ſevere the Schoolmen, Caſuiſts and = rap 
Fathers, . are againſt this Quaint Cozenage, this co. i" 3.ent. 
Learned Wrong, and trim Artifice of Injuſtice**'5- 
which ſome make a ſemblance of the Offence of, .._. 
Judss,and a tinfure of theR hetorickof Hell.(Francis 2[.1. «. ut. , 
Spira, (that ſad example of Deſpair ) he tells us, /M4. 7» 
it was his firſt ſtep thither. ) But for haſt I ſhall 7 7 ©*: 
only let you know, that this their vitious Skill ( as 4x. Conf. 
Plato calls it ) it is inconfiſtent with the Exerciſe Ly 
Godlineſs, and contrary both to the Holy precept, 2. c. 10. 
and Przcedent of God,who expreſly ſayes, — Thoy* * 5-2 
ſhalt not ſpeak in a cauſe to wreſt Judgment. Keep 
thee ſar jrom a Jalſe matter, the Innocent and Righte- 
ows ſlay mot thou; ſor I will not juſtifie the wicked. 
D 2 Exod. 
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Job 8. 20, Exad. 23.2,7. Tis laidin Job, He will not help the 
Xon purigii evil doers; according to the Original, it is, He will 
mangm mat" not put forth his hand to them, or, he will not taks 
mar: mpii then by the hand, no, though there be a great Gift 
«ccipier,>p, or Offeringin it. The Prophet Eſay pronounces a 
Wo tothem, that Plead for, or Fuſtifie the Wicked, for 

Reward, and take away the Righteouſneſs of the Righte- 

ews from him. Eſay. 5.23. Solomon allo tells us plain- 

ly; That He that juſtifies the wicked, and he that con- 

emms the Juſt, even they both are Abomination to the 

Lord. Prov. 17.15. Yea, and further ch. 24. 24. 

He there faith, He that ſaith wnto the Wicked, Thou 

art Righteows, him ſhall the Pe:ple curſe, Nations ſhall 

abhor him. And therefore a Godly Lawyer, who 

is a good Prattitioner in the Goſpel as well as Law, 

and daily conſults with him who is called The Conn- 

Efay, 9.6. ſelor, He will ſeriouſly weigh the merits of the 
Vir bonus wou Cauſe, and not engage in all Tryals, Right or 
agit ſi canſs Wrong, Sacred or Sacrilegious 3 (like Souldiers of 
bone,Quinti. Fortune who are ready to Fight in all Wars, whether 
the Kings or Uſurpers ) Again, as Seer Elizabeth 

Cambl. ſtiled her ſelf the Poor mans Queen, 1o, he will be 
as Ambitious to be the Poor mans Advocate, as the 
Richz and zealouſly Plead for the Widow, without 
having a deſign upon her Joynter, and be a Father 
to the Fatherleff without hoping to Marry their Mo- 
ther. In brief, when a Fat wealthy Clicat ſhall 
come to. him with his Gold and Guilt together, and 
defire his Advice and Aſſiſtance to defend an unjuſt 
Title, Urging him to ſtretch his Wir, to ſtrain a 
pornt in Law, and ſhew his Reading in ſtrengthning 
his Iniquity, He will fay to ſuch a Simoniacal Re- 
tainer, as S. Peter ſaid to Simon Magus, Thy Mony 
Atts 8,20, periſh with thee. He will ſay allo with S. Paul, 7 
can 
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can do nothing againſt the Truth, but for the Truth +2 Cor. 15. 8. 


and will reſolve with Faithful 4brahbaxe, that it ſhall 


never be ſaid, The King of Sodom hath made hims Gen. 14.24. 


Rich. No man ſhall Temprt him to open his Mouth 
againſt his Conſcience, or to put ſo much as a fair 
Gloſs upon a foul Cauſe, unlct$ he be offered ſuch 
a Fee,as is more Pretious than his Soul, more worth 
than Heaven, and better than all the things of the 
Life that Now is, and that which is to Come. 

2. For the Witnelles. They are ſummoned hi- 
ther for the ſame end, that Chriſt came into world, 


viz, To bear witneff to the Truth; And now, if any Joh. 18. 37. 


man ſhall be ſo Impudent, as to eſtabliſh Falſhood 
with an Oath, his Falſe ſwearing, is worle than the 
others Fraudulent Pleading,in that as the one makes 
the Law,this Man makes the Goſpe/ Patronize a Lie 5 

ea, and further, he goes «bout to draw in God to 
Abett his wickedneſs, ſaying in effe&t, Thou, 0 Lord, 
who loveſt Righteouſneſs, and Hateſt all Iniquity, 
Grant me thy Teſtimony to help me in my Villany. 
Hide my Injuſtice under the ſhadow of thy Name, 
and of thy Goodneſs Countenance my fin. Thus 
at the ſame time taking the Holy Bible in his Hand, 
and Renouncing it in his Heart, and betraying the 


Truth (as F#das did Chriſt) with 4 Kif. Theſe Luk 22, 48. 


Knights of the Poſt ( who may well be called the 
Devils Martyrs ) they truck and bargain one with 
another, ſaying, according-to that ſhameful Greek 
Proverb, Aavr«oov MO 1 apTeROv, Lend me a Teſ(ti- 
mony 3 Swear for me this Afſize, and Tle ſwear for 
ou thenext, having no other way: to gratifie their 
Neighbours, and expreſs thetr mutual Friend(hip but 
by ſinning ſor each other. And now, if ſuch Witneſſes 
were ſlain (inſtcad of thoſe mentioned in the Ke- 
velation ) 


Z6 


Rev, 11.12, 


Ad Dowat. L 
2, ep. 2, 


- Joh. 6.70» 


Amos $. 24. 


Matth-26.15. 
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velation ) The dwellers upon Earth might indeed have 
canſe to rejovyce over them, md make m - A Per» 
jur'd perſon ( who by a Falſe Oath, in the Face of 
his Country, betwecn 5un and Sun, takes away the 
Goods, Eſtate, or Life of his Innocent Neighbor ) 
being as Bad, or worle, than any other Thief, or 
Murtherer, in that ( as S. Cyprian ſpeaks ) Inter le- 
ges ipſas delinquitur, inter jura peccatur, mec Inno+ 
centia, illic, nbi deſenditur, reſervarur. Inthe mid(t 
of Laws, he Sms yu Law 3 and does unjuſtly in 
the Courts of Juſtice; Stealing in the Preſence of 
the Judge, and Killing, even in the Sanctuary, or 
Solemn place of Refuge, where every one preſumes 
on Safery and Protection. 

. A word Thirdly. to the Jury-men, who are 
commonly (like Chriſts Diſciples) Twelve in num 
ber, and too, too commonly too, Ore ( or more of 
them ) #4 Devil; who betrayes Cauſes, and Cor- 


. rupts his Brethren, being more ſwaid by the Plain- 


tifts, or Defendants Acquaintance,Alliance, or Bribe, 
than by the Arguing of the Counſel, the Deciſion 
of the Judg,or the Evidence of thoſe that are Sworn, 
Theſe Men, they ſometimes wait for Empanellin 

and lie leidger at the Bar, as the Impotent Cripple | 
did at the Pool of Betheſda, till ſome good, or rather 
evil Angel Troubles the Waters ( that Juſtice may not 
ran down as a mighty Stream ) and then they ſtep in 
to Fiſh in them and to Heal their Friends Lame 
Cauſe, or their own broken Fortune, being ready, 
not to Give, but to Sell their Verdi& to him that 
offers moſt. You ſhall have them Creep and Infinu- 
ate into Sollicitors, Atturneys, and ſuch others as 
are concern'd in Cauſes; and then they cunningly 
intimate their Quiddebith > Whet will you give ww 
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and 1 will deliver him wnto Ton? Thus ina moſt Foul, 


and ſhameful manner, proſtituting their Souls and 


Conſciences ( as the Harlot does her Body ) for a 


little, filrhby Lucre. 

And now, Theſe are Hainow Crimes to be ſearch- 
ed into, and PuniſO'd by ' the Judges, Job 31. it. 
And it would be well, if thoſe who have the Office 
(not of Packing) but Empanelling Juries, would dili- 
_ look into their Lives, as well as Lands or 

ivings 3- and chuſe men that are known in their 
Country to have Free Hearts, as well as Free-bolds, 
and not Record ſuch whom either Baſeneſs, or Ne- 
ceſſity; may render pliable to be moulded for the 
Impreſſion of a Mercenary Injuſtice. 

And Happy alſo wouldit be, if the Gentlemen of 
the Grand Inqueſt, would repent of their Ommia 
Bene's, and Preſent the Defedts of their former Pre- 
ſentments 3 and begin now to be as Zealous againſt 
the Violations of Gods Commandments, as of the 
Kings Statutes ; Tndifting Blaſphemy as well as Tree- 
ſor 3 and the filthineff in the Inns,as well as ſonlneff of 


the Road; the Cheats, Debaucheries, and Prov.22.14 : 


Pits in the one, being as dangerous and injurious to 
Travellers, as the Robberier and deep Sloughs in the 
other. In brief, If they would be as forward to 
Exhibite Bills againſt the Breaches of the $4bbath, as 
of the Peace; and be as careful to have the Down- 
falls of Churches repaired, as they are about decays 
of Bridges 3 and once more, laſtly, If they mn 
be as earneſt to have Laws putin Mnocucicn againſt 
a Grand Atheiſtical or Papiſtical Recuſant, as they 
are to proſecute a poor ſneaking Anabaptiſtical Se- 


paratiſt, This would (peak them, to be wen Fears Prov. 24.21. 
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God, and Honouring the King 5 both which are 
joyned and enjoyned together; and if they do not 
do both, they can dotruly neither ; it being infalli- 
bly true, That from the Negle& of Divine Laws, 
flows all the contempt of Humanez which made 
Conſtantine the Great (ay, He that is Falſe to God, cau 
never be Firm to me. 

| have done now with the Enormities of your 
Courts 3 let not wy Lord be Angry, and Twill ſpeak 
but this once, of one Grand Mildemeanour in the 
Kingdom, and ſo Conclude. 

Your Wiſdoms judge it not fit, to let every one 
ſet up whatReligions they will. And your Piety 
(CT am ſure ) willmuch leſs ſuffer you to give way 
to any men, to ſet up what Sinsthey will. Dowa 
then with the Devils Yitioſ's, who ud the Mylte- 

f wickedneſs, 
and Exerciſe themſelves unto all Ungodlinefs. It La- 
titnudinarians in Opinion are not to be tolerated, 
much leſs are Latitxdirariens in Praftice, who walk 


the Broad way to Hell, and ſtrive tu ſet up as many 


ſtrange Devils, 2s the other would ſet up ſtrange 


Gods. Never did Hereticks more miſchief in the 


Church, than HeCtors ( if Unreſtrained ) are like 


to do in the State. If a Hook be not put into the No- 


{ of thoſe Leviathans, They may ( happily ) un- 
appily put ſomething into Yours, and Mark Ma- 
| 7 wand as your Laws do ſometimes MalefaQors. 
wonder ( in the Name of God ) under what Capa- 
city they dare give theſe Atfronts ! Is it becauſe they 
are, or have been Souldiers ? ſurely no: Men of 
that Great and Generous Calling, will attempt more 
Noble and Heroick things. I confeſs indeed, the 
Poet 
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Poet ſaid of old, Nul/z Fider, Pietaſque Viris qui 


29 


Caſtra ſequuntur. They made, as if Piety was 10- Gravity pee- 


conſiſtent with the Military Imployment, and the *© 


ant & bic ſo 
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profeſlion of Arms was a iufficient Excuſe for an Ir- Ting quod 
regular and Irreligious Converſation. But if you Titadenr, 


look into the Book of Truth, you will find that the 
Camp was to be Holy, as well as the Church, Dent.23. 
14-and Holineſs to the Lord, it is tobe written upon 
the Bridles of the Commander: Horſes, as well as upon 
the Pots of the Lords Houſe, Zach. 14.20. And why 
elle do the Pen-men ot Holy Scripture delight to 
ſet forth the Graces of the Spirit in Military terms 


Amb.Ser.7. 


and weapons ? S. Paxlalludes to, and Spiritualizes zphec 5.13. 


their whole Armor. And certainly, he doth not 
mention the Shield of Faith, that they who Utle 
Shields may be Infidels. He doth not therefore 
ſpeak of the Helmet of Salvation, that they who 
wear Helmets ſhould laugh and make a mock at 
Heaven. Nor doth he call the Word of God, the 
8word of the Spirit, that they which draw the one, 
ſhould flight and throw away the other. Valour 
with ſome, is raiſed to that High pitch, that they 
think it a diſparagement to have the Fear of God ; 
inſtead of taking Heaven, they ſtrive to take Hell 
by Violence; and make it a piece of a Great and 
Gallant ſpirit, to dareto be Damn'd 3; and hence it 
is, that they ſo oftencall upon God to doit. Bur 
let fuch know, that no man is truly Valiant, but he 


who is Afraid of Sin more than Hell; and Flies,,,,., 


16, 


17. 
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away fromit, even when it looksmolſt Amiable and un fugere. 


delightful 3 and again, no man is Chriſtianly Cou- 
ragious, but he who dares be Good, even when the 
Times are Bad, yea worſt; and't ſhould be neither 

E. Safe 
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Safe nor Honourable tobe Honeſt. None fo fit to 
Fight the Lords Battles, as a David, who i a man 
Pl.144.1. after Gods own Heart. For how can Ungodly men 
imagine, that God ſhould Teach their Hands to 
Verſe 2. war, and their Fingers to fight? How can they ex- 
pe, that He ſhould be their. Fortreſs, High Tow- 
er, and Deliverer, when at the ſame inſtant they 
Fight againſt God with their Sins, their 
Plal.q3.9. months acainit Heaven, and wiſh themſelves Con- 
j ſounded by him every — 22. 30. We read 
: Manu pur* there, that The Innocent ſhall deliver the Iſland, and 

ry "Dru- #t #s preſerved by the Purenefſf of their Hands. 


kus.z locum. 


May then the Lord our KING be as an Angel 
of God to diſcern between Good and Bad ; to ſeparate 
Jer.15-19. the Preciows from the Vile ; and ſeatter the wicked 
Prov.29.26, with his Eyes, and ( if men will be rifling Chariots ) 

bring the Wheel over them. That ſo there may be no 
more Binding of our Nobles, no Leading into Capti- 
vity, no Complaining in our Streets, but, Al his Of- 
— may - be Peace, and his Exa@ers Righteouſnef, 
Eſay 60. 17. 
And, may All You that are in Authority under 
him, be a Terror to Evil-doers, and a Praiſe to them 
1-Pct.2.14- that do Well, that ſo Scribes and Hyppocrites, Publi- 
cans and Sinners, may no longer Synonoma's, 
and Ggnifie the ſame things3 but All that Write in 
our Courts, or Sit at the Receipt of Cuftom, may 
Merciful in their Fees, and Faithful in their 
Truſt 3 and not make Law be fold as dear as Land, 
nor fill their Private Purſes with the Publick Tri- 
bute 3 That they, and all others Under You, lead- 
\ Tim.2.2. 10g « Righteows and a Sober Life, in All Godlinefs and 
Honeſty, 
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Honefly, May with you be made Partakers of All the 
Promiſes of the Liſe that Now is, and of that which iz 
to Come. Which God of his Infinite Mercy, Grant, for 
his Son Chri ſos his ſake, To whom with Thee, 0 
Father, an Holy Ghoſt, be Aſcrib'd All Honor, 
Power, Praiſe, Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, 
wow, and for evermore. Amen. 


THE END. 
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